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‘Park, and William Allen White. 


HE FOREIGN POLICY ASSOCIATION has, for 
the last four months, found itself quite logically 
er great pressure for information, guidance, and 
general service from many individuals and groups who 
believe that the Washington Conference on Limitation 
of Armament may prove to be a turning point in the 
history of the world. The tremendous pressure found 
us with staff and office facilities inadequate to handle 
such wide-spread demands, and a totally inadequate 
budget to ex i our force to the require d ext One 
result has been the much regretted suspension of our 
Bulletin for the last three months. 

To meet the demands for speakers and literature alone 
the Association formed, last May, the Clearing House 
for Limitation of Armament representing and supported 
by about twenty organizations, with headquarters in 
this office. This has since been expanded into the New 
York Council for Limitation of Armament, with an office 
at 6 East 45th Street, New York City. 

In August, the Association sent out a call for an 
ing in Washir of all the large national o 1izations 
interested in the outcome of the Confers + out of 
which grew the National Council for Limitation of 
Armament, with headquarters at 532 Seventeenth St., 
N. W., Washington, D. C. Miss Christina Merriman, 
the Executive Secretary of the F. P. A. has been acting 
as temporary chairman of the National Council pending 
the election of a permanent chairman. The vice chair- 
men to date are: Julius Barnes, Miss Julia C. Lathrop, 
Pres. John Grier Hibben, Will Irwin, Mrs. Maud Wood 
The secretary is Fred- 
























erick J. Libby. 

Much of our office time and effort has gone into the 
organization of the Council, but we have felt that it 
has been worth while even though it has meant a sac- 
rifice of our own organization plans and an apparent 
neglect of our own membership. 

To maintain Washington headquarters during 
the Conference and to cover traveling expenses, 
printing, carrying on our bi-weekly luncheons, 
we appeal for immediate and generous support 
from our membership and from all who are in- 
terested in the outcome of the Conference,—the 
culmination of the Association’s three years’ ef- 
forts toward world organization. 

Your response to this appeal will be the direct 
measure of our ability to fulfill the demands 
upon us. Our possibilities are limitless. WILL 
YOU BACK US UP? 








Checks should be made payable to Rosert H. Garpiner, 
Treasurer, 3 West 29th Street, New York City. 





MEXICO 


N R. James G. McDonald, Chairman of the Execu- 

tive Committee of the F. P. A., spent most, of the 

month of October in Mexico where he had an 
opportunity to discuss certain vexing problems of Mex- 
ican-American relations with President: Obregon, with 
the Secretary of Foreign Affairs, Mr. Pani, and with 
Mr. de la Huerta, Secretary of the Treasury. 

There are in Mexico no disquieting indications of 
political instability despite the general 
world depression, is improving steadily, though slowly. 
Unfortunately the Mexican government was unwilling 
to accept the very reasonable proposals of the Inter- 
national Bankers Committee, represented by Mr. Thomas 
W. Lamont, for the refunding of the Mexican debt and 
the resumption of increased payments. Had a financial 
agreement been reached, it is more than possible that a 
way might be found to reconcile Secretary Hughes’ 
demands for treaty guaranties prior to recognition, with 
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the Mexican sense of nat l e and honor. It is 
to be hoped that negotiations between the Mexican 


ent and its creditors will soon be resumed. 





govert 


N changing the size and form of the BuLLeTIN, the 

Foreign Policy Association plans to issue these leaf- 

lets weekly during the Washington Conference. If 
funds are available, it will also continue to print the 
reports of the luncheon-discussions as heretofore. 


Alfred Zimmern spoke on 
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A DIS. 


ENGLAND, FRANCE AND GERMANY 


CUSSION OF THE UNDERLYING PSYCHO- 
LOGICAL FACTORS, at the Association’s regular 
luncheon-conference at the Hotel Commodore. Mr. 
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Sam Untermeyer led the discussion. 
print Mr. Zimmern’s address later. 





THE PROBLEMS OF THE CONFERENCE ON 
LIMITATION OF ARMAMENT 
Three Lectures by Mr. James G. )* ,DoNnALb 


The Society for Ethical Culture Meeting House, 


2 West 64th Street. 
Tuesday Evenings at 8:30 o'clock, 
November 22, 29, and December 6. 

Tickets for the course, $1.50 








THE WASHINGTON CONFERENCE 


Secretary Hughes’ Brilliant Move 
“Ww ESS of armament and none of war”’—President Harding’s phrase sets the measure of the Wash- 
L ington Conference. Secretary Hughes has advanced the first of these causes immeasurably. 

His initial statement struck the keynote of publicity and definiteness which ought to characterize 
the Conference throughout. Only thus may public opinion have an opportunity to make itself effec- 
tively felt. . 

We wholeheartedly support the proposal for a ten years’ naval holiday, the immediate serap- 
ping of all capital ships now building or planned, and the reduction of the fleets of Great Britain and 
the United States to 500,000 tons each and that of Japan to 300,000 tons. . 

The achievement of this program now would not only measurably reduce the burden of tax- 
ation, but what is much more important, would greatly minimize the elements of misunderstanding 
and suspicion, and strengthen the spirit of co-operation between the three countries directly concerned, 

Policies govern armaments, but competitive armaments in their turn affect policies. In break- 
ing this vicious circle the Administration has made a splendid beginning that deserves unqualified 
support here and abroad. Only through such support will it be able to defeat the private and nation- 
alistic interests which would whittle down its program. Let us consider Secretary Hughes’ proposals 
a> whe LreW@ueible mininium. Lei us not, however, be sausfied to stop there. They fimit armaments. 
They may postpone but they do not prevent war. 

Secretary Hughes has astounded the world with his bold and courageous proposals. He has 
driven home a splendid stroke against the secretiveness and designs of the old tortuous diplomacy. His 
insistence upon action rather than formal resolutions has galvanized the Conference, and has restored 
the confidence of the American people in its government’s leadership. 


International Co-operation 


We have every reason to hope that the same frank business-like spirit will prevail in the dis- 
cussion of the Far Eastern problems. Only through the removal of the causes of friction between the 
United States and Japan can we expect any agreement for the limitation of naval armament to be effective. 

But an agreement in reference to the Far East even if combined with a drastic measure of dis- 
armament would be immensely strengthened by an agreement to meet again—possibly at the end of two 
or three years. Either through the creation of new or the utilization of existing international co-op- 
erative agencies, provision should be made for the carrying out of the decisions of the Conference. 
An ad interim committee representing all the powers at the Conference and possibly others would be a 
practicabie agency. 

If the other nations follow the excellent beginning made by Secretary Hughes, the Washington 
Conference will vindicate the principle of frank and friendly exchange of views as a substitute for 
war. If this be done, the Conference will be a success. We should not be satisfied with less. 


What Can We Do About It? 

Secretary Hughes was enabled to put forward his astonishing program only because of the 
results of months of intensive effort by individuals and organizations all over the country to build up 
an enlightened public opinion as to the need for positive and far-reaching reductions of naval establish- 
ments. This demand has come with such unanimity and with such force from every state in the union 
that even the jingos and big navy men in the Senate and House of Representatives and in the admin- 
istration have temporarily been forced to acquiesce in Mr. Hughes’ proposals. 

But we musi not assume that the opposition to naval reduction is dead. Quite the contrary. 
Many members of Congress have already expressed their fear that Mr. Hughes’ suggestions go too far 
for America’s safety. It is too much to expect that the munition and armament interests will quietly 
and passively accept the scrapping of a large part of their business. The acceptance of the proposals 
by the British and Japanese delegates has thus far been in principle only. Mr. Balfour, in his carefully 
phrased address to the Conference on November 15, indicates that the British Empire, though suggest- 
ing further reductions in submarines, is prepared to urge certain reservations as to replacements which 
may be so far-reaching as seriously to minimize the effect of the entire American program. Even more 
disquieting is the brief but vague suggestion for modifications put forward by the Japanese. Within 
the terms of Admiral Baron Kato’s three hundred word address of November 15 may be found sug- 
gestions which might effectually forstall material reductions. 


Back Up Our Delegates 


The F. P. A. has a peculiar obligation to do everything in its power to support Mr. Hughes and 
his colleagues. This can be done by writing or telegraphing not only to President Harding and mem- 
bers of the American delegation, but also to congressmen and senators. Every selfish interest will make 
itself felt in Washington during the next few critical months. We urge you to strengthen the forces 
of those who would make the Conference an unqualified success. . E22, 





